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a candidate to become a teacher ; he has to under-
go two years of pedagogical training to qualify
himself for service in a secondary school* As the
university does not provide any facilities for the
study of education in its practical aspects, he
receives this training in a seminar attached to a
high school. During the first year, besides doing
further theoretical work, he learns how to apply
to the practical problems of the secondary schools
the principles which he has studied. He observes
methods of teaching, maintains a diary in which
he notes down his daily experiences, writes criti-
cal reports of what he sees, and receives guidance
and advice from a senior member of the staff who'
acts as his tutor. In his second year, he
gives regular instruction under the super-
vision of his tutor and the director of the
school. At the end of the probationary
period, usually at the age of twenty-five, he
appears in a further pedagogical examination,
written and practical, and, on passing this exam-
ination, he is declared eligible for appointment in
a high school.
It is difficult to conceive of a more thorough
preparation for the teaching profession than is
prescribed for intending secondary school teachers
in Germany. As a result of four years of special
study at the university and two years of practice,
they can fairly be expected to have gained not
only full mastery over their special subjects, but,
what is equally important, the pedagogical skill
required for teaching them.